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when they saw that we had to have the 
rule of law in America. Without the 
rule of law, we are not a lot different 
from Third World countries. 

We are a nation of laws and not of 
men, and our laws need to be applied 
equally to all of us. The problem we 
have today is it looks like those who 
are let’s say not favored by the current 
administration have to fear the law 
more than those who are favored. One 
of those examples would be the IRS, 
Mr. Speaker. Our Founding Fathers 
would have never envisioned an IRS in 
the first place. It took a constitutional 
amendment to even provide for it, the 
16th Amendment. I introduce a resolu-
tion each year to repeal the 16th 
Amendment, and one day I hope to see 
that done. 

In the meantime, our Founding Fa-
thers imagined that there would be 
taxes gathered through other means 
and that the government would be lim-
ited. Our Constitution is the very de-
scription of limited government. The 
concept of Federalism, Mr. Speaker, 
sometimes needs to be defined and de-
scribed, especially so young people un-
derstand. Federalism is the devolution 
of power out to the political subdivi-
sions, to the States or respectively to 
the people, a limited Federal Govern-
ment with enough power to protect our 
borders and our shores, to leave us as 
much as possible otherwise alone, and 
let the States and their political sub-
divisions and the people solve those 
problems so that the laboratories of 
the States can be where the experi-
ments are taking place. 

They are to some degree. I see some 
of these experiments. There are some 
States that have some healthy experi-
ments. One of them is Texas: no in-
come tax, a dynamic economy, one 
that has shown, that has demonstrated 
to be a big chunk of the growth in our 
GDP and the growth of employment in 
the country because they run a free 
and fair government in Texas and no 
income tax. Florida is a State with no 
income tax. South Dakota is a State 
with no income tax. They seem to be 
destination States for people that are 
seeking to get out of the high-tax 
States like Illinois and California, the 
model of the States that are in eco-
nomic difficulty. 

b 2030 
Additionally, Mr. Speaker, we have 

seen some cities that have been run by 
that Keynesian philosophy of borrow, 
tax, and spend get to the point of col-
lapse and ruin, Detroit among them. 
Detroit, a great, great, American city 
with a tremendous legacy, a vibrant 
tone within the history of America, 
shuffled down into bankruptcy, and 
with grass growing in the streets of the 
city because they didn’t take care of 
their finances. That is what is in store 
for entire States if they don’t turn the 
corner, and that is what is in store for 
this entire country if we don’t turn the 
corner. 

I am concerned that politics here in 
the House of Representatives is down-

stream from the culture. Politics in 
any legislative body is generally down-
stream from the culture. Yes, we have 
leaders here. We have leaders that step 
up and strike the right tone and chart 
the right course, but they would not be 
followed unless the culture provided 
the directive. 

This American experiment, this 
grand country that we are, is depend-
ent upon the people in this country un-
derstanding what made us great, pre-
serving and protecting and refurbishing 
those pillars of American 
exceptionalism that can sustain a 
greatness into the future, above and 
beyond any that we have achieved 
today. 

That is what is in store for us if we 
teach our children well, if we teach 
them the responsibility of work, if we 
teach them the core of our faith, the 
faith that laid the foundation for 
America, the faith that will see us 
through any trials, the foundation for 
the family, the ideal way to raise chil-
dren, a mom and dad and a family, 
raising their children with love and 
setting the standard for them, and set-
ting the standard of work as well as 
morality. 

This country can come back again. 
We need to teach American history, 
the pillars of American exceptionalism. 
We need to do it from inside out, from 
the family on out, and those young 
people need to emerge as the leaders in 
all walks of life from the educational 
to the journalism to the production, 
and we need to revere and respect all 
work. All work has honor. All work has 
dignity. We need to put a lot more 
Americans back to work. There are 
over 101 million Americans of working 
age who are simply not in the work-
force. We don’t need to import more 
people to do the work that Americans 
won’t do. We need to provide the incen-
tive for Americans to step up and 
shoulder the burden with the rest of us. 
That is more important. 

So, Mr. Speaker, we will see how the 
debt ceiling unfolds. I have offered a 
number of options, and I appreciate 
your attention. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
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REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 3193, CONSUMER FINANCIAL 
PROTECTION SAFETY AND 
SOUNDNESS IMPROVEMENT ACT; 
PROVIDING FOR PROCEEDINGS 
DURING THE PERIOD FROM FEB-
RUARY 13, 2014, THROUGH FEB-
RUARY 24, 2014; AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES 

Mr. SESSIONS (during the Special 
Order of Mr. KING of Iowa), from the 
Committee on Rules, submitted a priv-
ileged report (Rept. No. 113–350) on the 
resolution (H. Res. 475) providing for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 3193) to 
amend the Consumer Financial Protec-
tion Act of 2010 to strengthen the re-
view authority of the Financial Sta-
bility Oversight Council of regulations 

issued by the Bureau of Consumer Fi-
nancial Protection, and for other pur-
poses; providing for proceedings during 
the period from February 13, 2014, 
through February 24, 2014; and for 
other purposes, which was referred to 
the House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL BLACK CAUCUS 
ADDRESSES RAISING DEBT CEIL-
ING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SMITH of Missouri). Under the Speak-
er’s announced policy of January 3, 
2013, the gentleman from New York 
(Mr. JEFFRIES) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority 
leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
be given 5 legislative days to revise and 
extend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, once 

again it is an honor and a privilege to 
come to the floor of the House of Rep-
resentatives and to anchor this Con-
gressional Black Caucus Special Order 
in partnership with my coanchor, the 
distinguished gentleman from Nevada 
(Mr. HORSFORD), where for the next 60 
minutes members of the Congressional 
Black Caucus will have the oppor-
tunity to speak directly to the Amer-
ican people about an issue of great con-
sequence and great significance for our 
country, for our economy, for our fu-
ture, and for our well-being, and that is 
the debt ceiling. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, this is a Yogi 
Berra moment. It is deja vu all over 
again. 

Time and time and time again we 
have been forced to come to the floor of 
the House of Representatives and urge 
our colleagues on the other side of the 
aisle not to plunge this country into a 
painful default and risk the full faith 
and credit of the United States of 
America for the first time in the his-
tory of the Republic. 

Whenever we have been forced to 
have this conversation, we are always 
put into a position where we need to 
clarify what the debt ceiling is really 
all about because it has been subject to 
a lot of misrepresentation. The debt 
ceiling is not a forward-looking vehicle 
that is designed to give the President 
the opportunity to spend more; it is a 
backward-looking vehicle designed to 
give the President the opportunity to 
pay bills that the Congress has already 
incurred: bills that were incurred dur-
ing the previous decade, bills that were 
incurred during the 8 years of the Bush 
administration during which time our 
good friends on the other side of the 
aisle were in control of both the House 
and the Senate, and we will go into 
that in greater detail as we move for-
ward. 
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